
COMMISSIONING AGREEMENT 

 ____________________________________ commissions from Sammy Strent an original work for  
           (organization name) 
_________________________________________________.    
           (ensemble or performer name) 

The composer and commissioning organization agree to the following details regarding the commission: 

1)  Fee for the commission is $____________________, one half payable upon the completion of a signed 
letter of agreement with the final half payable upon the delivery of two copies of the score (furnished by the 
composer) and a complete set of performance materials suitable for photocopying. 

2)  The duration of the work is to be approximately __________________ minutes. 

3)  The work is to be scored for:___________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4)  Selection of the text, if applicable, is subject to approval by both the composer and the Music Director. 

5)  Delivery date for all materials is as follows: 
Full score__________________________________________________ 
Choral score (when applicable)_________________________________ 
Parts (when applicable)_______________________________________ 
Fixed Media (when applicable)_________________________________ 

6)  The commissioning organization requests that a line of acknowledgment for the commission be printed 
on the score to read as follows: ______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7)  The commissioning organization retains the exclusive right to the premiere for a period of one year from 
the originally scheduled premiere date of _____________________________, and the exclusive rights to 
recording and/or video reproduction for a period of one year after the date of the first performance.  Any 
recording fees paid to the composer will be worked out under separate agreement. 

8)  The commissioning organization will bear the responsibility for the preparation and reproduction of all 
scores and parts.  The composer will furnish the masters for all performance materials and these masters 
will remain the property of the composer.  The commissioning organization will pay up to $___________  
for the preparation of performance materials.  Costs exceeding this amount will be paid by the composer. 

9)  The commissioning organization shall not incur any rental fees for the premiere performances of the 
work, or for any performances for a period of one year after the premiere date. 

10)  Should the composer be unable to fulfill the conditions and terms of the contract, the commissioning 
organization shall have the right to request the return of any commission fees which have been expended. 

11)  The copyright of the composition will remain with the composer.  The commissioning organization 
retains the right to reproduce a number of copies sufficient for the premiere performance.  Publication 
rights also remain with the composer. 

12)  Lastly, it is typical or usually understood that the performing organization brings in the composer to 
attend the premiere and incurs the expenses of airfare and lodging.  The composer will assist the 
organization in reasonable and appropriate marketing efforts to promote the premiere (e.g. pre-concert 
talks, receptions, media interviews, etc.).  If master classes are scheduled, or residencies in schools 



established, or any similar events, it is common for the organization and the composer to agree on a stipend 
or honorarium in addition to the commissioning fee.  Agreed upon extra events and stipends are listed 
below: 

Event__________________________________________Stipend_______________________________ 
Event__________________________________________Stipend_______________________________ 
Event__________________________________________Stipend_______________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 
 (signature of composer)    (date) 

__________________________________________________________ 
 (signature of commissioner)      (date) 


